BECOMING AN AUTO ENTREPRENEUR, WHERE DO YOU BEGIN?
At the beginning I suppose, and where is that?

Why, after 17 years in France, living the frustrations and the hassle do I still want to get involved?  And even crazier, Yes, I still want to start a business? What is it about us Brits!!

Well, I suppose I should thank President Sarkozy for liberating his government and making it all possible! If somebody didn’t sort France out I think a lot of people were wondering how it was all going to end. And now a crisis has intervened as well. 

Is this a bad thing; are we in a worse state than our buddies overseas, who knows?

I live here, my life is here and so, I’m launching into AUTOENTREPRENEUR.

In March 2009 it became possible for me to register as an interpreter / translator, under the new scheme.

Firstly, I needed to look at what I wanted to achieve and realistically whether it was possible, would it make money etc. Nothing replaces good common sense.

For me, the goal was to launch this project without spending money, well, very little, as I didn’t have it to spend.

I work part time as a secretary / translator for an estate agency; and as you can imagine, business has been quiet to say the least, and as I have the time to achieve another goal I felt that this was the right moment for me, if ever there was one.

I started with an outline plan to the Mayor of St Yrieix, Daniel Boisserie, as I considered without this there was no business. I wanted a new out look on an old problem, COMMUNICATION AND INTEGRATION, or the lack of! After an initial conversation by telephone he was kind enough to call me in the same day to discuss my proposition. He is a man who likes action, motivation and free thought, so I think I scored a few points there.

Receiving a positive approach for my project, I ploughed on, remembering that I was getting myself involved with the heart of the French administration. It will be of no surprise to find out that a further month went by before I got the official stamp!

I spent that month learning just how you can produce a website at low cost on a DIY basis, with some very useful help from a kind friend who gave me the basics and put me in the right direction. In the end the total cost was £25 for my domain name and a year’s subscription. Business cards were easily obtained using Vista print, 250 free; just pay for the postage, and now as for the other possible costs, well,

From the outset, you do need to print off your guide. I did this on French Entrée Limousin, and also on the French site, Auto entrepreneur, so I could compare any discrepancies.

French text always takes the precedent, so it’s important to try and understand both. Only French text stands up in a court of law in France.

In that guide it mentions three very important points to be considered well before registration

· Will I need a professional insurance? It’s not obligatory, but check it out, I found Gerard Chevalier of AXA Insurance very efficient at evaluating my needs.

· Do you need to protect your personal property against seizure should you run up huge debts? Well again I went to see the notary Jacques Delcroix In St Yrieix who helped me to see if I was at risk or not. There is a cost for this contract so you should think about it very seriously.

· Professional Bank accounts, do you need one? NO, but if you think you will need an overdraft facility then you might be better to approach CREDIT AGRICOLE or the official bank for Auto entrepreneur, LA POSTE, to see what is on offer.

Having decided to carry on and that this was for me; I then made another list of questions to ask the auto entrepreneur help line .I could not believe it was going to be as easy as it said, so naturally I had lots of questions, because I was waiting for the trap!

 There didn’t seem to be one! and you only have to go online and read some of the comments to realise that though it is a new scheme that may well have some quirks that need ironing out, for all the  people wanting to “HAVE A GO !” Without getting hooked into what was a very complicated system! En fin, It has arrived!

They have an excellent help line, or you can put your questions in email if you prefer; In French of course. BECOMING AN AUTO ENTREPRENEUR, PHASE TWO!

After my initial interest and keenness comes the reality, 

· Will it work? 

· Are the council going to allow me to do this?

· Will my sponsors back me?

Well the first questions have been answered with a positive sign so…..

Why wait?

I brought up the AUTO ENTREPRENEUR  website and pressed the enrol button.

You need to have ready a document with your passport details and a handwritten signed declaration; as well as your own health cover details if you have them?

Choosing the category to enrol in is probably the most complicated part but the information is there if you look carefully and think carefully.

I had my confirmation email back within  24 hours and my written confirmation from INSEE (the register for business accounts) within the week. So then you have the infamous Siret number and can plough ahead with your advertising etc.

On the registration form it states clearly you need to report your earnings trimestiel or mensuel, three monthly or monthly.At the moment only three monthly is on offer until July 2009. 

IF YOU DO NOT REPORT YOUR FIGURES, EVEN IF THEY ARE ZERO you can lose your right to run a business. At the end of one year if you have reported O € for the whole year then your business can be ended for you by the authorities.

I hope it goes without saying that trying to start another business at this point could become very complicated, if not impossible.

It never pays to ignore the French Administration.

Following this I have now received a registration document from the retirement fund where my payments will be made should I make any money 

Plus lots of options they offer BUT all costing money. Nothing is obligatory apart from the payments shared from your earnings which are done for you when you make your online declaration.

PAPERWORK

The documents you need are there for you to download and then personalise. You should keep a day to day record of activity, if you are lucky enough to have some, plus copies of bills you issue to your clients. These are all for your records should the authorities decide to run a control. Otherwise there are no formal books to keep, no accountants needed etc. You simply go on line to make your declaration once every three months and then you will be told the amount you need to pay and by what date.

Well for me that will be the 1st July. 

If there is any major hitch I will let you know!

FOOTNOTE

It would appear that the direct help line was limited in its lifespan, but information will always be available at the 

LA CHAMBRE DE COMMERCE

LA CHAMBRE DE METIERS

ACPE

CPAM( QUERIES FOR BENEFITS AND HEALTH ISSUES)

ASSEDIC( BENEFITS, CHILD ALLOWANCE ETC)

 And if you don’t know what these places are, try tapping them in online and seeing the wealth of information that can be had.

Good luck, and should you want someone to help get you up and running just give me a call:0553621312 

Or email me:patricia@link-styrieix.info
 For more information about my own business go to www.link-styrieix.info
Patricia Littlewood
